
These pocket-sized red cards describe immigrants' Constitutional rights 

 

The immigration "red card" is a wallet-sized tool 
distributed by legal rights organizations to help 
individuals exercise their constitutional rights during 
encounters with ICE or law enforcement. You can view 
the card layout and download free, printable versions 

directly from the ⁠Immigrant Legal Resource Center. 

What are red cards? 

The red cards were designed to help people stand up for their Constitutional 
rights, especially during encounters with immigration agents. They explain 
what those rights are and clearly signal to officials that the person is choosing 
to assert them. Red cards are printed with rights that are afforded to all 
people — not just citizens — under the U.S. Constitution. 

The cards can be presented during encounters with immigration enforcement, 
including Immigration and Customs Enforcement, or ICE, which operates 
under the Department of Homeland Security to detain and deport immigrants 
per federal policy. 

Other federal agencies also participate in enforcement activities, including 
U.S. Customs and Border Protection, the U.S. Marshals Service, the Drug 
Enforcement Administration, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and 
Explosives, and the Federal Bureau of Prisons. 

At 2 inches by 3.5 inches, the cards are designed to fit in a standard wallet. 

The Immigrant Legal Resource Center created them in 2007 after coordinated 
ICE raids in workplaces. The organization is a national nonprofit that 
advocates for the civil rights of immigrants. It also works to educate and 
equip the legal community, immigrants and others with resources. 

The cards are manufactured by Printed Union, a printing company based in 
San Jose, California. 

https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards
https://immpolicytracking.org/policies/dhs-grants-broader-immigration-arrest-powers-to-justice-dept-federal-agents/#/tab-policy-documents
https://www.ilrc.org/
https://www.printedunion.com/


The cards are not intended to function as legal advice. People with questions 
about a specific situation should contact an immigration attorney. 

What rights do they include? 

The ILRC describes the cards as a tool that provides “critical information on 
how to assert these rights, along with an explanation to ICE agents that the 
individual is indeed asserting their rights.” 

The cards list several rights afforded to all people under the Constitution, 
including: 

• The right to refuse entry to immigration agents, who are not allowed 
to enter residences unless under very specific circumstances 

• The right to remain silent in response to questions from an immigration 
agent 

• The right to speak with a lawyer before signing anything. 

Additional advice on the cards includes what to do if approached by an 
immigration agent in public or at your workplace: “Ask the agent if you are 
free to leave and if they say yes, leave calmly.” 

The ILRC also suggests giving the card to the immigration agent. In the event 
that a person is inside their home, it says to show the card through a window 
or slide it under the door. 

They include a script 

The cards include a script in English for a person to read aloud or show to an 
immigration agent in an encounter: 
 

I do not wish to speak with you, answer your questions, or sign 
or hand you any documents based on my 5th Amendment 
rights under the United States Constitution. 
 

I do not give you permission to enter my home based on my 
4th Amendment rights under the United States Constitution 
unless you have a warrant to enter, signed by a judge or 

https://ailalawyer.com/
https://www.aila.org/library/client-flyer-know-your-rights
https://www.aila.org/library/know-your-rights-if-ice-stops-you-in-public-1
https://www.aila.org/library/know-your-rights-if-ice-comes-to-your-workplace-for-employees-1#:~:text=This%20PDF%20flyer%20provides%20crucial,Cite%20as%20AILA%20Doc.


magistrate with my name on it that you slide under the door. 
 

I do not give you permission to search any of my belongings 
based on my 4th Amendment rights. 
 

I choose to exercise my constitutional rights. 
 

What languages do they come in? 

The dual language cards are printed in English on one side and available in 18 
different languages on the other side: Amharic, Arabic, Chinese, Farsi, French, 
Haitian Creole, Hmong, Khmer, Korean, Pashto, Portuguese, Punjabi, Russian, 
Spanish, Tagalog, Tigrinya, Ukrainian and Vietnamese. There is also an all-
English version. 

How can I get red cards? 

Currently, the organization is not accepting orders from organizations and 
nonprofits for free cards as it works through a backlog. When accepting them, 
ILRC absorbs the cost of these orders. 

The cards can still be downloaded for free from the ILRC website and printed 
on your own printer.  https://www.ilrc.org/redcards 

Red Cards / Tarjetas 
Rojas 

 

 

 

https://www.ilrc.org/red-cards-tarjetas-rojas
https://www.ilrc.org/redcards


English 

All people in the United States, regardless of immigration status, have 
certain rights and protections under the U.S. Constitution. The ILRC's red 
cards give examples of how people can exercise these rights. However, 
they do not provide individualized legal advice. Community members 
are encouraged to check in with a trusted legal service provider for 
questions about their situation. 

Read below to learn how to order red cards, print your own in many 
languages and effectively use them. 

They can also be purchased from redcardorders.com in quantities ranging 
from 100 to 20,000. The cost covers production and is mostly for businesses, 
attorneys and bulk orders of over a thousand cards. 

Some local immigrant rights organizations may distribute red cards. 

 
 

http://www.ilrc.me/findhelp
https://www.ilrc.org/redcards#order
https://www.ilrc.org/redcards#print
https://www.ilrc.org/redcards#print
https://www.ilrc.org/redcards#use
http://redcardorders.com/

