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2025 Annual Meeting Minutes
League of Women Voters of Metropolitan Des Moines
Thursday, May 8, 2025

Introductions
Starting at 5:45 pm, each attendee introduced themselves and discussed their involvement with the LWV MDM.
Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 6:05 pm by President Teresa Bomhoff.  The president recognized John Olsen, the recording secretary, as the one who will take the minutes.
Confirmation of Quorum/Members in Attendance
	Teresa Bomhoff
	Christie Gerken
	Noreen O’Shea

	Stephanie Asklof
	Shari Hawk
	John Olsen

	Shannon Brisbois
	Victoria Herring
	Karen Person

	Mary Chapman
	Heather Jones-Brown
	Judy Peters

	Bev Ellis
	Mary Ellen Miller
	Sharon Willson

	Diane Fagner
	Devin Murphy
	



Appointment of Parliamentarian
Karen Person was appointed.
Appointment of Auditors for 2025 Annual Meeting Minutes
Stephanie Asklof and Mary Chapman were appointed.
2024 Annual Meeting Minutes
Karen Person made the motion to accept the minutes. Stephanie Askloff second the motion. The minutes were unanimously approved. 
Treasurer’s Report – Noreen O’Shea, Treasurer
Noreen O’Shea reviewed the budget and explained the difference between the operating and educational budgets, as well as the PMP and the new budget.  The handouts show two different budgets for 2024-2025 and 2025-2026.  June is the beginning of the new fiscal year.  The LWV MDM Education Fund is a 501(c)(3) entity.
Treasurer O’Shea presented the proposed 2025-2026 operating budget with an estimated beginning balance of $8,321, $4,332 in revenue, $8,429 in expenses, and an estimated ending balance of $4,224.  She also presented the proposed 2025-2026 education fund budget with an estimated beginning balance of $12,199, $3,600 in income, $4,742 in expenses, and an estimated ending balance in the education fund is $11,057.
John Olsen moved to accept both budgets.  Christie Gerken second the motion.  Both budgets were unanimously approved.
Remembrance of Past Members
Karen gave very moving condolences in honor of the passing of two associate LWV MDM members, John Domini & Judge Mark McCormick.  John Domini was Lettie Prell’s husband.  Judge Mark McCormick was Victoria Herring’s husband.
Affirmation of Amendments to Local Programs
Mary Ellen Miller presented the 2025-2026 proposed local programs which include 1. Local Government 2. Polk County Government 3. Tax Exempt and Government-Owned Property 4. State Government
Mary Ellen Miller also announced that the Tax Payers of Central Iowa would be hosting an event on their analysis of tax reform legislation in the Iowa legislature at the Des Moines Botanical Center on Wednesday, May 14th at 7:30 pm.
Mary Ellen Miller moved the motion, and it was approved unanimously.
President’s Report
President Teresa Bomhoff provided highlights of LWV MDM accomplishments and activities over the past year including a new website, the use of Chapter Spot for membership, the holiday luncheon, two excellent book discussions with authors Ari Berman and Austin Frerick, the Defending Democracy Award, Coffee with the League, and registering voters at naturalization ceremonies.  President Bomhoff informed us that the LWVUS is actively fighting against the SAVE Act, filed a lawsuit to fight President Trump’s EO regarding elections, and announced that the LWVUS believes we are in a constitutional crisis.
President Bomhoff took a special moment of privilege to recognize the decades long service to the LWV MDM of board member Karen Person, who is retiring from the board.  Karen Person has been a LWV member since the 1980s.  She recruited the late Dr. Deb Turner to be the LWV MDM’s president.  In a relatively few short years, Dr. Turner became the president of the LWVUS.  
Attendees were offered an opportunity to speak about Karen’s impact on them.  Diane Fagner stated that she was recruited by Karen at an event that honored Charlotte Nelson, the Chair on the Committee on the Status of Women.  Judy Peters recognized Karen for running the “Coffees with League” events.
Report of Nominating Committee/Election of Officers and Directors
The election today is for four positions: Teresa Bomhoff for president, Lettie Prell for Co-Vice President, John Olsen for Recording Secretary, and Stephanie Asklof for Elected Director.  The president called for nominations from the floor.
Mary Chapman moved to accept and approve the four people nominated for election to office.  Judy Peters second the motion. Unanimously approved.
Approval of Delegates
Approval of six delegates to LWV IA State Convention in Mason City, IA on June 20-21.  Lettie Prell, John Olsen, Judy Peters, Mary Ellen Miller, Stephanie Asklof, and Karen Person. Mary Chapman made the motion. Victoria second the motion.  The slate was unanimously approved
Approval of one delegate to UMRR Annual Meeting.  Judy Peters. Mary Ellen Miller moved the motion.  John Olsen second the motion.  Judy Peters was unanimously approved.
Introduction of Speaker
John Olsen introduced Heather Jones-Brown, an assistant chief diversity officer for staff equity at Grinnell College, Board Chair for Vision Leads, NAACP Des Moines Branch executive board member, and LWV MDM member.
Speaker
Heather Jones-Brown spoke about connection, inclusion, and purpose in civic life.  She discussed 
1.Networking that feels natural 
2.Diversity, equity, and inclusion in everyday civic life. 
3.Being community changemakers
4.Small steps with big ripple effects

